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that, as elsewhere in the Malay Peninsula, the hills of
Johor give no indication of the presence of tin oxide in
situ, that is, in distinct veins traversing the native rock.
The ores yield from a few ounces to as much as 50 or
6 0 Ibs. per cubic yard ; but mining operations are carried
on in a somewhat primitive manner almost exclusively
by Chinese.

(JJFnlike other parts of the peninsula, Johor proper is
not^i mountainous region, the main central ranges here
breaking into small isolated groups of hills, and culmin-
ating in the Blumut group (3100 feet) in the centre of
the territory. But the neighbouring district of Moar,
politically attached to Johor in 18*77, is much more
hilly and elevated. Here "Mount Ophir," properly
Guimng Ledang, rises to a height of 4150 feet in the
midst of a small group of hills, at one time supposed to
be the highest land in* the peninsula. But Gunung
Tahan, and several other peaks farther north, are now
known to tower some thousand feet above Ophir, which
was so named by the early European adventurers every-
where in search of the Biblical Mount Ophir. The
district is certainly auriferous, and has yielded consider-
able quantities of gold; but the alluvial deposits are
now all but exhausted, while reef-mining, lately intro-
duced, has hitherto yielded but poor returns,} It has
been proposed to make Ophir more accessible by a
bridle-path, and establish a health resort for the residents
of SingaporejgJPohor, and Malacca* on the summit, which
enjoys a gopu climate, abundant water, and a splendid
view of the surrounding 'region.)

(fat the inhabitants of Johor over 150,000, or fully
two-thirds, are Chinese, engaged mainly in mining and
agricultural pursuits. They chiefly cultivate pepper and
gambier, which, with rubber and gutta, form the staple
products of the countrvS Gambier, which is used both
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